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Juliana Dahl: As Mother's Day approaches,
| feel the full circle | have come in the
celebration of this special holiday honoring
mothers. For many years | was the one
looking toward my mother to celebrate,
honor and love her for the selfless, ever-
giving path she walked as my mother. As

| matured, married and had children of

my own, the holiday was shared with my
mother as my children began to honor me.
On a recent visit to San Diego to visit my
99-year-old mother, | had the realization that
this might be the last Mother’s Day | have to
fully honor and appreciate her in person. |
felt saddened and at the same time rejoiced
that | could be in her presence one more
time. So the purpose of this article was
birthed. What does it mean to be a mother?
What are the memorable and precious

moments of motherhood, and what are the
challenges and hardships we encounter as
mothers?

Some of the mothers who live at The
Carillon at Boulder Creek offered to share
their deep, heartfelt thoughts, feelings
and experiences as mothers and how they

Barbara and her

encountered both memorable events and
challenges. The pictures included with this son-in-law, Tom

article feature some of these mothers with their children or relatives.

Pat Sajor: One of the important aspects of being a mother is that now | have
this amazing son to support me in what is meaningful for me at this time.

Muriel Harris: Being a mother brings to mind many important landmarks.
Hearing the first cries of my children as they were born was unforgettable.
Watching my two girls grow into the various stages of life (babies, young
children, teenagers, mature adults and now parents themselves) has been
awe inspiring. Now, in retrospect, | can see the entire family history reflected
through the stages of their growth.

Jean Bilstrom: The love that | have received from my children during my
lifetime has been so unconditional and nurturing.

(Continued on back)
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A Little Comic
Relief

You can say any foolish thing to

a dog, and the dog will give you
a look that says, “My God, you're
right! | never would have thought
of that!”

— Dave Barry

While diving in Pennsylvania, a
family caught up to an Amish
carriage. The owner of the carriage
obviously had a sense of humor.
Attached to the back of the
carriage was a hand printed sign:
“Energy efficient vehicle. Runs on
oats and grass. Caution: Do not
step on exhaust.”

Just because you're not paranoid
doesn't mean they're not out to
get you.

— Colin Sautar

If an article is attractive, or useful,
or inexpensive, they'll stop making
it tomorrow; if it's all three, they
stopped making it yesterday.

— Mignon McLaughlin

A bargain is something you can't
use at a price you can't resist

— Franklin P. Jones

(Continued on back)
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A I_|tt|e Comlc Rehe{: (Continued) There are many in this old world of ours who hold that things

break about even for all of us. | have observed, for example,

How is it that one match can start a forest fire, but it takes a that we all get the same amount of ice. The rich get it in the
whole box of matches to start a campfire? summertime and the poor get it in the winter.

— Christy Whitehead — Bat Masterson

Interchangeable parts don't, leak-proof seals aren't and self- Keep a thing seven years and it's bound to come in handy.

starters won't. .
— Russian Proverb

— Author Unknown

Mother’s Day: From a Mother’s Heart (Continued)

Pat McCann: To witness the beautiful development of my own children into caring and nurturing parents and then be present for
the birth of 17 grandchildren was a delight beyond words.

The most challenging thing for me as a mother, in spite of the financial challenges confronting us while raising six children, was to
provide a parochial education so that each child would evolve into a good person willing to serve and contribute to culture and
society through their gifts.

Irma Leake: Seeing my three girls together is one of my favorite things about being a mother. They are each so different and
developed in their own individual ways. They have ended up as such amazing women. One of the challenges of being a mother is
that you learn that you are never done being a mother. To be always there and present for them while allowing enough space so
they could make their own decisions, mistakes and choices as they grew and evolved into adults was important. | wanted them to
learn to have an active, fun life while caring for themselves and others. Also, modeling for them how to be a woman in the world
was very important to me. My challenge was to teach them how to live a good life and grow old with grace.

Mary Luckett: The best part of being a mother was nursing my babies. The love and closeness | felt in those moments was
amazing. The most challenging part of being a mother was dealing with injury and illness with my children. My husband was a
doctor and sometimes he overreacted, which made me uncomfortable and worried.

Laura Bowe: My favorite part of being a mother was going on picnics. City Park in Denver was our favorite place. The challenge
for me as a mother was when my daughter got married very young, right out of high school. She immediately left to be with her
husband in the Philippines. | had never been separated from my daughter, so there was quite an adjustment in getting used to
the separation. My daughter expected a huge, romantic honeymoon. My challenge, as her mother, was to help her adjust to living
in a foreign country in a small village.

Florence Nielson: Our family trips to the North Shore of Lake Superior were very special family events. Sisters, brothers, uncles,
aunts, nephews, nieces and grandparents would gather there every year. The big activity of the weekend was sitting on the big
rocks as waves crashed upon the rocks, spraying us as we ate watermelon.

Vivien Carter: Being a mother has brought out the amazing capacity of learning
to give and receive unconditional love. Each child | had presented me with a
different aspect of loving. | learned to put someone else first. The needs of my
children and their interests came before mine. Even the ache and helplessness

| felt when they were hurting and | couldn't do anything about it were welcome
emotions. Motherhood is the best gift | have ever been given.

Helena Long: Being the mother of three exciting sons and being a part of the
fabulous adventures they have created for themselves has been very rewarding.
Jeff, my eldest, has climbed Mount Everest and written books about his treks. As
an author he has written many great books. His “Revisionist History of the Alamo”
was one of his best. Steve, my son, is in the computer business and has had a 20-
year career in Saudi Arabia. As a world citizen he travels extensively and, when

at home, enjoys playing music with the band he created. Kenneth, my youngest
son, has retired from a 30-year career with Saudi Aramco. His hobby is sailing in
regattas in Half Moon Bay, Saudi Arabia.

The challenge of my motherhood has been my concern for their safety and welfare
since they have lived out of the country for so much of their lives.

Barbara Neiman: | have wonderful children
the and I learn from them everyday. They are

bright and fun. | feel fortunate. My bi t
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in for 50 years and all my friends and the
2525 Taft Drive lifestyle | was used to there.

Boulder, CO 80302
720-565-6844
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Vivien and her children
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